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Kaber Parish Council 

 

Meeting of the Annual Meeting of Local Government Electors held in Kaber 

Village Hall on 27 March 2017 at 19.30 

 

Present: Stuart Hird   Chairman 

Steven Hastwell 

Sam Fisher  

Mary Leathes 

Rachel Bell 

 

Mike Walker  Clerk 

Louise Duckett 

 

Trevor Ladhams Eden District Council 

 

Electors: Christine Dowson, John Dowson, David Leathes, James Hastwell, 

Keith Walton, Malcolm Hutchinson, Jim Bradley, Steve McWhirter,  

 

The Chairman welcomed all present.  

 

1. Apologies: Apologies had been received from Libby Bateman and Valerie 

Kendall 

 

2. Minutes of last meeting: The minutes of the previous Annual Meeting of 

Local Government Electors were distributed by the Clerk, and after a period to 

allow them to be read, were signed by the Chairman on the proposal of Steven 

Hastwell, seconded by Keith Walton, and agreed unanimously. 

 

3. To hear reports on actions from the previous minutes: Most issues referred 

to in the minutes were included in the Chairman’s report or on the agenda. 

 

4. Chairman’s Report: Stuart Hird made a brief report, thanking everyone for 

attending the meeting, noting that after some years Kaber had succeeded in the 

planned conversion to a Parish Meeting, and had successfully found a new 

Clerk to take over from Mike Walker 

 

5. Financial Report: The Clerk circulated the financial report for 2016-2017 

with the following comments: 

a. Precept. Council agreed to raise the precept for 2016-7 to £1600 in the 

light of uncertainties about what will be needed to pay a new Clerk and 

Training costs. It was agreed to accept the Council Tax Support Grant 

of £29 in addition to this, bringing the total income from EDC to 

£1629. We also received a VAT rebate of £7.46 associated with the 

purchase of paint for refurbishing the phone box. 
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b. KS Burial Board Precept. This has increased significantly over the 

years but only rose by a small amount to £135 in this financial year. 

The figure for the next year is £141. 

c. Insurance.  This cost rose to £224.47 for 2014-2015 and although 

£250 was budgeted for the financial year the amount was less than 

£200. A figure of £250 has again been budgeted for next year. Note 

this is still only 60% of the costs incurred in 2005-9 

d. External Audit Fee. This was reduced to zero and will remain so 

although future changes may raise internal audit costs. 

e. Community & Council Centre:  Kaber continues to make a small 

donation to the Community and Council Centre in Kirkby Stephen, 

available to all residents of the area. 

f. Upper Eden Visitor Centre. No donation was given to the Visitor 

Centre. 

g. Village Hall rental. It was agreed that the Parish Council should pay 

rental for use of the village hall, and also make a donation of £100 per 

year for its continued support. The Council wishes to support the hall 

as a village amenity. The trustees of Kaber School advised that they 

wish to allow use of the Hall free to residents of the village. 

Consequently the Council agreed that if rent was inappropriate, the 

donation should be increased to £200. 

h. Balance carried forward. The Parish will carry forward £1679.28 

into the new financial year. Finances are healthy and there is money to 

make occasional donations, as well as for the routine operations of the 

Parish.   

i. External Audit. CALC has provided the facility to publish financial 

data, agendas and minutes of meetings on a web-site open to the 

public, but has already indicated that they will cease to offer hosting of 

data during 2016.  

We have been successful in persuading them to continue until the end 

of our existence as a Parish Council. The conversion to a Parish 

meeting will eliminate this requirement, but there may still be a need to 

publish a small number of items including agendas and minutes of 

tonight’s meetings, and the Annual Audit documents. A nominal 

amount has been included for this expense in the budget for 2017-18. 

 

j. Governance Review: Kaber Parish Council will cease to exist after 31 

March 2017 and will be replaced by Kaber Parish Meeting. We hope 

that we can continue with our existing bank account and the same 

signatories until this meeting is convened.  
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6. To report on the Governance Review of Kaber Parish and next steps: The 

Clerk reported that the Governance Review had recommended that Kaber 

Parish become a Parish Meeting and an order has been signed enacting this 

decision from the end of March. A number of actions are now underway in 

communicating this position to HMRC, the Pension Regulator, the External 

Auditor and the HSBC Bank.  It is the responsibility of Eden District Council 

to convene the first meeting, probably sometime in May, when a Chairman, 

Vice-Chairman and Clerk will be elected. In the interim, Mike Walker has 

agreed to remain the main point of contact for Kaber Parish. 

 

7. Public Participation:   
There were no issues which the public wished to raise at this point. 

 

8. Other business to be raised at future Parish Meetings:   A number of 

points were raised for future consideration: 

a. The notice board on the east wall of the village hall needs 

refurbishment. It was thought that the phone box might be a useful 

weatherproof alternative for notices. 

b. The road to The Buildings Farm is now pot-hole ridden and this needs 

to be brought to the attention of Highways as it is an adopted road. 

c. The meeting agreed that the Kaber Village sign should be replaced. 

d. John Dowson announced that after 40 years of his family cutting the 

grass on the village green, he would not be able to continue. Stuart 

Hird agreed to mow the green for an interim period. Sam will look at 

other options. A Boon Day was suggested to raise awareness of the 

need for upkeep of the green. It was noted that funds for commercial 

cutting had not been included in next year’s budget, but until the Parish 

Meeting is formally established, no payments will be possible. 

 

The meeting closed at 20.15 

 

 

 
 

Mike J Walker   Clerk to Kaber Parish Council 

Dalton House, Winton, Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria, CA17 4HL          017683 71992 

 


