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Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 8th July 2015 in the 
Village Hall Anthorn at 7.00 p.m.  

 
 
Present:  
Councillors: Graham (Chair), Carruthers, Harrington, Hodgson, Knowles, Reay and Wills. 
In attendance: County Councillor Markley, Borough Councillor Hodgson. 
Public attendance: PCSO P.Nichol. 
Clerk: M Abbs 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
1.1 Apologies for absence and declarations of interest. 
 
The clerk advised that apologies had been received from Cllr Hinks. 
 
REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
The clerk to report any requests received since the previous meeting for dispensations to speak and\or 
vote on any matter where a member has a disclosable pecuniary interest.  
 
Cllr Knowles requested a dispensation to speak on behalf of the Bowness on Solway Community Group 
which was approved. 
An on-going dispensation is in force in respect of the Precept. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
To receive declarations by elected and co-opted members of interests in respect of items on this agenda. 
 
Cllrs Graham, Carruthers and Wills declared an interest with regard to item 9.1.3 
 
Members are reminded that, in accordance with the revised Code of Conduct, they are required to 
declare any disclosable pecuniary interests or other registrable interests which have not already been 
declared in the Council’s Register of Interests.  (It is a criminal offence not to declare a disclosable 
pecuniary interest either in the Register or at the meeting.) 
 
Members may, however, also decide, in the interests of clarity and transparency, to declare at this point 
in the meeting, any such disclosable pecuniary interests which they have already declared in the Register, 
as well as any other registrable or other interests. 
 
If a Member requires advice on any item involving a possible declaration of interest which could affect 
his/her ability to speak and/or vote, he/she is advised to contact the clerk at least 24 hours in advance of 
the meeting. 
 
2 Minutes (previously circulated) 
2.1 To approve the draft minutes of the Annual General Meeting and the Parish Council Meeting held on 
the 13th of May 2015 along with the minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council on 10th 
June 2015. – approved and signed. 
 
 
3 Report on action taken 
3.1 Report on action by members of the Council. 
No matters were reported. 
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3.2 Report from the clerk. Including the following items: 
Natural England planned work near Council Land. 
Details of a phone conversation with a Natural England official were given and noted. 
The required changes, following the Annual General Meeting, to the HSBC bank mandate had almost been 
completed with the Chairman and Vice Chairman being required to sign one additional document. 
Confirmation was given that all the post-election documentation received by the clerk from the Cllrs had 
been delivered to Allerdale BC. 
 
 
3.3 Public participation (at the Chairman’s discretion) 
Cllr Markley was invited by the Chairman to give his report at this point. 
The budgetary situation facing the County Council was outlined. He believed that the additional savings 
which were required over the next three years would have an effect on front line services. Possible 
structural implications on the Council and delivery of services were outlined. 
The recent Ofsted report on Children’s Services was being considered by the Authority. 
The situation concerning the possible Internal Drainage Board formation was summarised. 
Finally, Cllr Markley reminded Cllrs of the forthcoming Neighbourhood Forum. 
 
The Chairman thanked Cllr Markley who then left the meeting. 
 
PCSO Nichol summarised the Police report for the Cllrs and outlined the current Policing arrangement in 
the County. These may change following a review taking into account the prevailing budgetary situation. 
Cllr Graham sought clarification on the correct course of action regarding the problem of badly parked 
cars in Bowness. 
 
The Chairman thanked PCSO Nichol who then left the meeting. 
 
Cllr Wills arrived. 
 
4 Correspondence 
To review correspondence received and take any appropriate action. 
4.1 AON – Confirmation of insurance renewal. 
The clerk confirmed that written confirmation of renewal had been received. –noted. 
4.2 Connecting Cumbria Broadband update. 
The clerk advised that there was no significant news to report. – noted. 
4.3 Footway Lighting - Current situation. 
The clerk advised that he had made enquiries with Allerdale BC as to when the new street light would be 
connected and working. Allerdale had advised that they were pursuing this matter on a regular basis with 
Electricity North West (ENW). – noted. 
4.4 Electricity North West and Historic England – Application for Scheduled Monument Consent at 
Glasson. 
The clerk updated Cllrs on the paperwork that had been circulated to relevant Cllrs since the last meeting 
and advised that no representations had been made. –noted. 
4.5 Rural Payment Agency and Council Agent. 
Latest situation on submissions, entitlements and related correspondence. 
The clerk and Chairman updated the Cllrs on developments since the June meeting. 
The £3000 had been returned by H&H Land and Property Ltd following the proposed purchase of 
‘Entitlements’ that did not proceed. (see item 6.1.4 below). The agent had confirmed that the latest claim 
had been submitted. The accompanying invoice from the agent for their services of £144 was approved. 
4.6 NALC Chairman – post-election letter from the Chairman. 
The clerk provided details of the letter which was noted. 
4.7 Office for Nuclear Development  - Independent Review of National Geological Screening. 
The clerk outlined the latest e-mails which were noted. 
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4.8 Signpost Restoration Limited – Hadrian’s Wall World Heritage Site directional sign update. 
The clerk informed the Cllrs of the imminent installation of the previously notified sign. – noted. 
4.9 Natural England – advance notice of work being planned for Bowness Common. 
The clerk informed Cllrs that work was being planned for later in the year and more detailed information 
would be sent for consideration in due course and Cllr Wills provided additional detail. – noted. 
4.10 Allerdale BC – Affordable Housing Project. 
The clerk outlined the situation which was noted. 
4.11 Allerdale BC – re-cycling update. 
The clerk outlined the response to the recent consultation and the proposed action by the Authority 
which was noted without action. 
4.12 Allerdale BC – Request for information on the effect of recent bus cuts on access to town centres. 
The clerk outlined the request from the Authority which was noted without action. 
4.13 Cumbria CC – Public path diversion and definitive map modification order. 
The clerk provided details of the order which was noted. 
4.14 Countrywide Ground Maintenance – request to tender for grounds maintenance work. 
The clerk provided details of the request which was noted. The clerk was instructed to bring this to the 
attention of the Council again when the grass cutting procedure was considered at a future meeting. 
 
 
 
5 New business 
5.1 To receive Community reports:  
Cllr Knowles advised that a bench designed by Gilly Walton had been constructed and would be 
galvanised using money raised by the Bowness Community group. It would be installed, in her memory, at 
the Banks. 
Community Service workers were now maintaining the Banks area. 
An update was provided concerning the requirement for dog faeces collection bags and disposal bins. 
Allerdale BC had installed some collection bins but Cllr Knowles considers that more are required at the 
Banks and bus turning point. The correct type of dispensers was still being investigated and the grant 
application (originally raised at the May meeting) would be re-submitted in September. 
Cllr Reay informed Cllrs of the difficulties currently facing the village hall in Anthorn which was being 
underutilised. 
Cllr Carruthers provided details of the successful ‘open day’ at Glasson. A marquee had been purchased, 
which would be made available for hire. An updated grant application (originally raised in May) was being 
prepared and would be submitted in time for the September meeting. 
5.2 Police report.  
PCSO Nichol had given the information to the Cllrs earlier in the meeting. 
5.3 Glasson playground and grass cutting update. 
Cllr Carruthers confirmed that the grass cutting had been satisfactory and believed that a different 
machine was now being used. She reported damage to the notice board in the playground. – noted. 
5.4 Condition of benches and possible purchase of replacements. 
Cllr Wills provided information for consideration. Following discussion it was agreed that two black 
benches would be purchased initially to replace the existing benches at Anthorn Bridge and Pottery 
House. Expenditure up to £750 (excluding VAT) was agreed and the clerk was instructed to obtain a 
quotation for their installation. Cllr Wills was authorised to progress the matter with the clerk. 
5.5 BDO Audit documents and examination of any matters arising, 
The clerk confirmed that the External Audit had been successfully completed without any issues being 
raised by the Auditor. See item 6.1.2 below. 
5.6 Procedure for the compilation of the Parish Magazine report. 
The clerk briefed Cllrs and following discussion it was agreed that the clerk should compile the report and 
obtain Cllr approval before its submission to the magazine editor. 
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5.7 Co-option of new Cllrs to fill existing vacancies. 
Review and discussion of applicants and possible decision. 
The clerk had previously circulated the letter of application from Mr David Hutton. Following its 
consideration and discussion it was agreed that Mr Hutton be co-opted to the Council. The clerk was 
instructed to inform Mr Hutton and arrange for the completion of the legally required paperwork.  
5.8 Signage and safety equipment at Whitrigg Bridge. 
The clerk updated Cllrs on the current situation and confirmed the recent installation of the new lifebelt 
at the site by Allerdale BC. Cllrs agreed that warning signage may be still desirable and requested the clerk 
to approach Kirkbride PC for their opinion as the area in question borders their Parish. Cllr Wills, one of 
the owners of the land, raised ‘no objections’ to the sign installation. A number of Cllrs recalled a sign 
being there previously, although Allerdale BC had no record of one. 
5.9 Audit and Transparency Regime – new requirements and options. 
The clerk reminded Cllrs of the requirement and deadline. Progress was being made and following 
discussion the clerk was instructed to make further enquiries and report to the September meeting. 
 
Borough Cllr Hodgson arrived. 
 
6 Finance 
6.1 Information 
6.1.1 To approve accounts to 31st May 2015 and 30th June 2015 (available at meeting). – 
approved. 
6.1.2 The acceptance and approval of the BDO Audit Annual return. 
The completed audit return was presented to the Council by the clerk and was approved 
and accepted. 
6.1.3 HMRC VAT repayment £601.19 – noted. 
6.1.4 H & H Land and Property Ltd – repayment of funds paid on account £3000.00 – noted. 
See item 4.5 above. 
 
6.2 Payments: to approve the following payments: 
6.2.1- Clerk's salary £620.82 –approved. 
6.2.2 – Expenses:post etc £4.43, telephone £6.00/broadband £10.66 = £19.09, travel 63.6 miles@36p= 
£22.92 Total £44.01 – approved. 
6.2.3 – Cllr Graham: chairman’s allowance £30.00 – approved. 
6.2.4 - CGM Grass cutting – VAT (£126) inclusive Invoices: £756.00 – approved. 
6.2.5 – XMA Print cartridges £98.69 + £19.73 VAT = £118.42 – approved. 
6.2.6 – BDO audit charge (£100 + £20 VAT) £120.00 – approved. 
 
7 Highways 
7.1 – Any local developments. 
No matters were repoted. 
7.2 Update on standing water at Anthorn. 
The clerk advised that as far as he was aware no work at Anthorn had yet taken place. 
 
8 Planning 
8.1 Applications outstanding with Allerdale BC 
None – noted. 
 
8.2 Applications dealt with under standing order  
8.2.1 - 2/2015/0352 Enlargement of existing rooms to form dining room, larger kitchen and WC. 
Kings Arms Bowness on Solway (Ms P Vehan) 
The clerk advised that no objections had been raised and the Authority notified accordingly. – noted. 
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8.2.2 – PB/2015/0037/0003/0041/0042/0043 – Removal of telephone and replacement of defibrillator in 
phone boxes, Glasson/Drumburgh/Cardurnock/Bowness/Port Carlisle. 
The clerk confirmed that no response had been deemed necessary by the Council at this point and that 
further correspondence was anticipated. – noted. 
 
 
8.3 Applications decided by Allerdale BC 
8.3.1 – 2/2015/0217 Extension to existing stable block and formation of menage area, Galaberry Mill, 
Glasson. (Mr and Mrs Birkett). – permission granted. 
8.3.2 - CAT/2015/0011 Tree work at Wallsend Guest House, Bowness on Solway. - permission granted. 
The above were noted. 
 
 
8.4 Applications for discussion by this meeting 
8.4.1 – 2/2015/0395 Proposed alterations and extensions to existing dwelling house, The Binnacle, Port 
Carlisle (Mr P Johnson). 
Cllrs considered the documentation and following discussion instructed the clerk to notify Allerdale BC that 
it had no objections. 
 
Cllrs agreed to continue in order to complete the agenda. 
 
9.1 Documents received for comment 
9.1.1 Allerdale BC: Site Allocations – Public Open Space / Amenity Space. 
Cllrs reviewed the supplied documentation and agreed that no changes to the current situation are 
required. The Council wishes to retain all current REN1 sites shown on the maps. The Council would not 
like to lose any of the current amenity space in the Parish. The clerk was instructed to respond 
accordingly. 
9.1.2 Allerdale BC – Consultation on market provision. 
The clerk briefed the Council and the situation was noted without action. 
9.1.3 NFU/Environment Agency – Internal Drainage Board Consultation. 
Cllrs Graham, Carruthers and Wills left the meeting for the discussion and Cllr Reay took the Chair. 
The clerk provided details of a recent meeting, organised by the NFU, held at Newton Arlosh that he had 
attended. Cllrs then reviewed the documentation and agreed the following response. 
The Council believes that the proposed Drainage Board is a good idea in principle but believes that the 
cost should be shared by the whole district of Allerdale. The Council is concerned about the way the 
boundaries have been drawn up to include Bowness Parish, which is to the North of the tidal Wampool 
estuary. 
 
Cllrs Graham, Carruthers and Wills re-joined the meeting. 
 
9.2 Documents received for information (available on request to clerk) 
9.2.1 CALC Circulars.  
9.2.2 Cumbria CVS – New Skills Training. 
9.2.3 Realise Futures – ECO Furniture brochure. 
9.2.4 SLCC – Good Leadership Conference. 
9.2.5 CALC – Three tier meeting agenda. 
9.2.6 Tracks of the Iron Masters Launch. 
9.2.7 Canvassers recruitment information for the new Register of Electors. 
9.2.8 NUGEN – Moorside Project information events. 
All the above were noted. 
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10 Any items of information… 

10.1  brought by members 
No further matters were reported. 
10.2  brought by Borough Councillor Hodgson 
Cllr Hodgson mentioned the re-cycling review which had been covered earlier in the meeting. 
 (see Item 4.11) 
The situation concerning the possible Internal Drainage Boards was commented on. 
A defective light in Glasson had been reported but Cllr Carruthers advised that it was still awaiting 

 repair. Cllr Hodgson said he would investigate this. 
10.3  brought by County Councillor Markley 
The County Cllr had given his report earlier in the meeting. 
10.4  brought by the clerk 
Details were given of a meeting of the Hadrian’s Wall Partnership to which the Council had been 
invited. – noted. 
The clerk gave details of the recent announcement concerning the North West Coastal Connection 
Project. – noted. 
10.5  Date of next meeting: Wednesday 9th September 2015 at 7 p.m. in the Lindow Hall Bowness. 
 
Please note the November meeting will be on Wednesday 11th November 2015 at 7.00p.m. in the   

 Bower, Port Carlisle. 
 
The dates of future meetings were noted. 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.53 pm. 

 
 

 
 

 
 


