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CROSBY RAVENSWORTH PARISH COUNCIL – WORKING FOR THE COMMUNITY 
Clerk to the Council: Christian Barnes, West House, Tenter Row, Crosby Ravensworth, Penrith, 
Cumbria, CA10 3HY. t. 07584 251 448, e. crpc@vistaprojects.co.uk 
Minutes of the meeting of Crosby Ravensworth Parish Council held on the 26 January 2016 in 
Crosby Ravensworth Parish Archive at 7:30pm  
Present Mrs Joan Raine (Vice Chair), Mrs Alison Robinson, Mr Andrew Beatham, Mr David Hewitt, Mr Mike Archer, Mr Christian Barnes (Clerk).  Four members of the public were present.  

 

132/15 Apologies. The Clerk opened the meeting at 7.30pm and gave the Chairman’s apologies. A letter of resignation from the Chairman received on the morning of the 26th January and circulated to councillors by email earlier in the day was read out. (Appended)  Advice had been sought from the Monitoring Officer and Calc. The Clerk had been advised that without a Chairman the council’s resolutions would have no legal standing and that before the meeting could proceed the councillors had a duty to elect a Chairman and the Declaration of Acceptance of Office would need to be signed before the meeting continued. Alternatively the agenda could be discussed but no resolutions could be made.   In the event of further resignations the Council would be quorate with three councillors present.   If there were fewer than three councillors the Monitoring Officer would appoint a councillor.  The Clerk asked for one of the councillors to put themselves forward for the position of Chairman.   Having repeated this request three times the Clerk closed the meeting at 7:35pm.  

 

133/15 The next scheduled meeting of the council is on the 7th March 2016.   
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Appendix #1Chairman’s letter of resignation.  
 
Howe Top House    
Maulds Meaburn 
PENRITH CA10 3HR 
Tuesday 26 January, 2016. 

Christian Barnes 
Clerk to CRPC 
 
Dear Christian 
 
As you know there has been a concerted campaign to have items four and five removed from the 
agenda.  I had thought it important to discuss the prospect of us losing the opportunity to follow 
other Parishes’ lead and secure £950,000 for a community fund by hosting a five turbine wind farm 
similar to Sancton Hill.  There has been a blizzard of emails and two councillors have now written 
saying that I risk damaging the council’s reputation.    This has convinced me to hoist the white flag.  
Please delete items four and five from the agenda. 
I am now persuaded that I do not possess the inter-personal and diplomatic skills required to 
achieve a consensus that difficult topics can be discussed and voted on without rancour.   This is a 
fairly fundamental part of Parish Council business, and I believe it will become even more 
fundamental as we become part of the National Park.   
I have considered my possible courses of action, and have decided to resign from Chair and from the 
council. 
I will, of course, do everything that I can to help you manage the change to a new chair, including 
finishing any tasks that you have outstanding against me on the action monitor (donating a green 
beech tree for example). 
I am sorry for any inconvenience and extra work that might come your way, and wish you and the 
Parish Council all the best for the future. 
 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
Gavin 


